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social change according to the theories of Marx.
Lenin saysg ^Modern socialist consciousness can
arise only on the basis of profound scientific
knowledge/" Now scientific knowledge need not
mean knowledge only of economic and social
sciences. It must take into consideration physical
and natural sciences as well. For these sciences
are affecting our lives and thoughts enormously.
Their investigations throw a great light on
philosophical   assertions.   Their   discoveries
influence to a great extent our notions of history
and social change. If socialist   philosophy
professes to be scientific, it must square its
accounts with these sciences. And so, let us
consider the relation of Marxism with modern
science^ Before coming to that, we might have
a look at the scientific background m which
Marx propounded his theories-

During the days in which Marx lived and
developed his thesis, the Western world was in
the throes of an advancing science. The nineteenth
century was a century of optimism as far as
science was concerned. It was believed that
science would solve all problems facing humanity,